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HOW REPTILES LIVE

|
They Grow Fat Beneath the Heat of |
the Tropical Sun.

—_—

SPIDERS, SNAKES AND TOADS

| ephedra

Horned and Tiger Rattlers and
Toads of All Descriptions
That Spit Elood From
Thelr Eyes.

From the San Francisco Chronicle.
From the standpoint of a zoologist '
there is probably no class of animals
80 characteristic of the desert as the
reptiles. True, there are numbers of |
birds and mammals found all over te
arid wastes of sand, but these eliher
migrate or spend most of thelr thme
underground, as is the case with most
of the smaller mammals, The birds
choose the sheltered canyons, where,
perhaps, & few drops of water will ooze
out between the rocks, or even venture
ot into the great sun-baked plains,
seeking the shelter of the bushes and
stunted trees which  here and there
manage to eke out an existence, The
smaller mammals are almost all noe-
turmal in their habits and only ven-
ture out after nightfall, when the
earth beging to cool a little, and, with
the exception of, perhaps, a fow coy-
otes or the little desert fox, one may
travel for hundreds of miles through
the desorts without seeing a single an-
#nal except the reptiles and inseccts, |
But they are there, and lots of them,
too. The burning sands and the cop- |
per skies seem to have no tonture for
them. They are everywhere, At near-
ly every step one seems to awaken a
fresh lizard from his reet under a bush
or beslde a stone, and away he goes,
scurrying along over the sand, perhaps
hig long tall dragging In the gand, but
more frequently elevated high in the
air, In Mct, this uplitted tail often
looks like a little gray twig moving
"rapidly along the ground, but always
retaining its upright position,

| transverse bars,

| specles never gets into the Sierra.

And | ed toads when provoked will

Iy vegetable. Several specimens which
were examined contained in thelr stom-
achs specimens of a little lotus, an
and a few bits of the gray
tree, dalea fremontii. The In-
eat a great many of them and
I, for one, can testify that, although
very repulsive to look at, If one has
not had fresh meat for three or four
months a nlee fat chuck walla ls quite
palatable, It properly cooked. The
meat I8 very white and tastes much
ke frog's legs.

There is a very pretty and withal a
very strange lizard found in several
localities in the Mojave desert which
has been named by scientists dipsosau-
rus dorsalls, on account of its near re-
semblance to the anclent suarians,
which inhabited the earth many hun-
dreds of years ago, Untll the last few
vears it was not known that this
strange lizgard lived farther north than
lower Californfa, but recent explora-
tions have proved that it inhabits the
desert reglons as far north as the Pana-
mint mountains, in Inyo county. It has
a thick, finely scaled neck, and heavy
legs, which support a rather clumsy
body, and a long, tapering tall., The
body 8 beautifully mottled, while the
entire length of the tail is covered with
The under surface of
the body is whitish, while blotches and
lines of red on the shoulders and sldes
make it a very pretty lizgard. The tall
Is longer than the head and body to-
gether, the total length over all meas-
uring nearly fifteen Inches in an adult
male,

There are at least three specles of
horned toads living in Callifornia, one

tlese ri
dians

| on each side of the Sierrd, but the one

that is found on the west, and which Is
so well known tp every boy In Califor-
nin, has been found so near the east-
ern borders of the Slerra foothills as

| to be almost Included as one of the rep-

The third
In
general appearance the desert specles
ig very similar to the one found In the

tiles inhabiting the desert,

| Inland valleys, but is of a lighter color,
land the arrangement of the scales is

gsomewhat different. The color may
vary, however, from a dull white to a
vivid brick red.

There has been considerable discuss-
fon of late years among sclentists as
to the truth of the statement that horn-
squirt

these lzards can run, ton, In a twink- | blood from thelr eyes, and most nat-

ling they are gone, and then it Is only

‘the vracticed eye that can see them, | Statement , but observations in

for when they lie at rest their dull
gray color makes It almost impossible
to #ee them. |

But these are not.all. Often from
the slde of the road, disturbed by the
passing traveler, a horned rattlesnake |
or sidewinder will move sluggishly
away, but ever Keeping up an inces-
sant rattle, Again, big, sluggish liz-
ards are found, nearly always a dull
gray above, but beneath or around the
head iridescent in the most gorgeous
colors, And, too, the big rattler of the
desert canyons, dthough a trile more
sluggish than the sidewinder, seems
ever ready to call hig attention to his
bright colors by sounding the terrible
rattle which strikes fear to the heart
of any anlmal, no matter how large or
how small. The tiger rattler is found
In the desert reglons of Amerlca, and
{8 comparatively rare, being found
_only in the canyons of the barren re-
glons which traverse the desert in all
direction

I remember seeing 19 in a single can-
yon of the Argus range of mountains
in Inyo county, One 1 found on a
ledge of rock directly behind the fire
which we had built for cooking supper.

The tiger rattler, however, though
very dangerous and sometimes grow-
Ing to four feet in length, eannot com-
pare in viclousness with the little
sldewinder or horned rattlesnake. The
sidewinder prefers the open desert 1y-
ing quistly beside some desert bush,
walting for its prey. It gets the name
sidewinder from the fact that, In mov-
ing along the ground, Instead of pur-
sulng d straight course it has besides
the forward movement a sldewlse,
crabllke motion. 1t Is much less slug-
gish than the other rattlers, perhaps
on account of its small =lze, as It sel-
dom exceeds a foot and a half In
length. It is lighter colored than the
other rattlers, and directly over the
eyes are protuberances, which glve it
the name horned rattler, It seems to
be the most dreaded of all snakes by
the desert traveler, probably on ac-
count of its belng =0 hard to see owing
o s small size and quick movements,
In fact, it Is about the only reptile
which the desert prospector really
dreads,

One of the most plentiful of the Hz-
ards which Hve on the desert is the
blue-spoted lHzard, 1t Is about elght
inches long and of a Ught ashen ecolor
on the back, but down each side runs
a Yow of black gpots, extending out on
the tail. It recelves it name from the
two sulphur-blue patches one on each
eide of the abdomen, and the Htle blue
gpot on the chin. One varlety 1s blue
nearly all over, giving out beautiful ir-

idescent metallic colors.  The peculi-
arity of this specles Is that when
frightened it seldom  Kkeeps to the

ground, but runs to the nearcst bush of
any slze, or even a tree, and, climbing
up into the branches, waits until dan-
Ber Is past. Very often these little llz-
ards may be found in the yucca trees,
prebably waiting for some of the In-
sects which often come for the nectar
in the yueca blosoms, This specles is
very much like the blue-spotted lzard
which is found on the west side of the
Bierra.

Probably the most characteristie of
the lHzards of the lower desert regions
of California i the long-talled or grid-
fron-tailed llmrd,

This species is found nearly every-
where in the lower parts of the desert,
and never fails to attract the attention
of the traveler by its exceedingly rap-
Id movements and Itg very strange
habit of carrying its tall curved up over
its back,
part of the anlmal, being longer than
the head and body together, The move-
ments of this ltle gray lzard are so
quick as to make It hard for the eye to
follow, and when It shoots off along the
sand, with its tall high in alr, It looks
almost as If a stick, standing on end,
were scurrying away.

There s, living in the mountainous
parts of the Mojave desert, a very
gtrange lizard, which often reaches a
length of over a fout, and which |s
nearly as wide as one's hand and of a
uniform dark slate color, or even
black, while the tall is
white and often uniformly white. At a
distance this species looks e a <Hlin
monster, and many people unacqualng-
ed with the datter have supposed them

In fact, the tall is the largest |

| necting

spotted with |

uralists had a tendency to derlde the
late
years seem to prove that the horned
toad is able to display this wonderful
evidence of his 11l feeling toward his
tormentor, In 1881 Vernon Balley, the

|famnus collector and naturalist, while

doing work In Kern county for Dr,
Merriam of the department of ornitho-
logy In Washington, has optical evi-
dence of the truth of this matter, which
he himself had so long doubted, He
wrote to the chief of the department In

| regard to the matter as follows:

Dear 8Sir: I eaught a horned toad to-
day that very much surprised Dr, Feh-

| er and myself by squirting blood from

It was on smooth ground and
I caught it

18 eyes,
not in the brush or weeds.

lwlth my hand, and just got my fingers

on ita tall as It ran, On t aking It in
my hand a little jet of blood spurted
out from one eye a distance of fifteen
inches and spattered on my shoulder,
Turning it over to examine the ¢ye an-
other stream spurted from the other
eve, This he did four or flve times,
from both eyes, until my hands, cloth:s
and gun were sprinkled over with fine
draps of bright red blood, 1 put it In
a bag and carried it to eamp, where
about four hours later I showed It to
Dr. Fisher, when it spurted three more
streams  from its eyes. One of the
same gpecles that I caught July 2 evi-
dently did the same, as I found {ts head
covered with blood when I caught it,
but supposed It was Injured in the
weeds. 1t seems so strange that I send
the horned toad to you alive,
Vernon Balley.

Fast Rl way Tralus.
From the Ladies' Home Journal.

At 60 miles an hour the resistance of
A train I8 four times as great as it 1s
at 30 miles—that le, the fuel must be
four times as great in the one case as
it I8 in the other. But at 60 miles an
hour this fuel must be exerted for a
distance In half the time that it Is at
30 mliles, so that the amount of power
exerted and steam generated In a glven
period of time must be elght times as
great as the faster speed, This means
that the capacity of the boiler, eylin-
ders and the other parts must be
greater with a corresponding addition
to the weight of the machine, Obvi-
ously, therefore, If the welght per
wheel, on account of the limit of weight
that the ralls will carry, I8 limited, we
goom reach a point when the driving
wheels and other parts cannot be fur-
ther enlarged, and then we reach the
maximum of speed.

The nice adjustment necessary of the
various parts of these immense engines
may be indlcated by some figures as to
the work performed by these parts
when the locomotive Is worked at high
speed, Take a passenger engine on any
of the blg raillroads. At 60 miler an
hour a driving wheel five and a half
feet in diameter revolves five times
every second; now, the reciprocating
parts of each cylinder, Including one
piston, piston rod, crosshead and con-
rod, weighing about 6.0
pounds, must move back and forth a
distance equal to the stroke, usually
two  feet, every time the wheel re-
volves, or in a fifth of a second. It
starts from a =tate of rest at the end
of each stroke of the pigton and must
acquire a velocity of 32 feet per sec-
ond In one-twentleth of a second and
must be brought to a state of rest In
the same period of time. A piston 18
inches in diameter has an area of 254%
square Inches. Steam of 150 pounds’
pressure per square inch would, there-
fore, exert a force on the piston equal
to 38,175 pounds, This force s applied
alternately on each side of the piston
10 times in a gecond.

Loulsiany' Bl Pamp ng Plant,

The sulphur plant near Lake Charles,
La., owned by the Standard OIl com-
pany, has now a pumping plant which
extracts 260 tons per day.

A POINTER.
In meking arrangements for your trip
| te the Puget Sound or Pacific coast
polnts, don't allow yourself to be de-
celved as to the shortest, quickest, and
mort desirable route. The Northern
Pacific is the only direct line to Wash-
ington, Oregon, and all Pacific coast

to be the same, and I think It is due
to this mistake that many people he
Heve this Glla monster an inhabitant
of California. But there is no really
authentic account of the monster be
ing found In cur state. Professor Baird
statgs in his Pacific railroad reports on
the suthrity of Kenpedy and Molhau
gen, that it has been found along the
Mojave river, but this must be 4 mis-
take. The peculiarity of this species |«
that when frightened it seldom keops
the ground, but ths

the black lizard

called Ly the

points. This line is also the only one
operating a double dally passenger ser-
vice between Butte and Portland.
Close connections are made at the lat-
ter point with San Francisco and all
California points.

Actual time saved by using the
Northern Paclfic to
Bpokane. . .ccessesronssnse 21 hours
Northport o SRR 33 hours
Walla Walld, . ccoceesncasansnes § BOUrS
PROOMIN. . + sscssestssssssssnssssBl DOUFS
Seattle .++27 hours
Portland . 8 hours

Ticket office, 22 L. Broadway, Butte,

| Montzna

DOES NOT WANT A FIGHT,

Spanish N« waipaper Acknowledges the Su-
periority of the United tates
From the Neuvo Regimen.

It Is hard to understand how public
opinion can be so0 easlly decelvad.
There are many here who bellieve that
it would be a simple thing for us to
defeat the United States in a war,
They believe that ‘country Is omly a
republic of merchants. They believe
that she cannot fight with European
powers, What a mistake! America
was not a republic yet when she first
defeated England. Thirty years later
ghe declared war with England again
and compelled her to sign an honor-
able peace, notwithstanding she =aw
the English burning the capitol at
Washington. When, aftes half a cen-
tury of peacey her Inhabltants were ¢i-
vided about the slavery guestion and
she had to fight with her own sons the
world was amazed at the size of her
armies, at her battles and at her for-
midable engines of war. It was then
that she produced the Monitor, On the
fth and Sth of March, 1862, In Hamp-
ton roads, In sight of Fortress Mon-
roe, she gave to the world the specta-
cle of a naval combat such as had
never been witnessed before between
two battle ships, the llke of which,
also, had never been seen before—
namely, the Merrimac and the Moni-
tor of Erlcsson.

Against England America is always
| powerful. In 1846 she compelled Eng-
land to give us a part of Oregon, In

1871 England had to indemnify her for
the damage done by the Alabama and
other cruisers built in British ports for
the enemies of the republic. Recently
she has compelled England to consent
to her Interference in the quarrel about
the boundaries of Gulana and Vene-
zuela, On the American continent how
often has she acted energetically with-
out Furope's opposition! 1In 1845 she
annexed Texas to her territory. In 1845
she compelled England to give to Hon.
duras the islands of Ruatan. From
1863 to 1867 she openly oposed the estabs

lishment of & monarchy In Mexico, She

did not recognize Maximilian even as
a constituted power. She did not at-
tempt to preserve neatrality. She fa-
vored Juarez and when the emperor
was imprisoned at Queretaro she de-
clined .to listen to the requests of
! France and Austria and interfere to
save his life.

Excepting England there is no nation
in Europe which darez now to oppose
in any way the United States, at pres-
ent more powerful than ever. When
she fought against England the first
time she had not 4,000,000 of inhabit-
ants, The second time she had no more
than 8,000,000, To-day she has 70,000,-
000, Then she had nothing, now ghe
has a strong naval force, and she can
put in arms at a moment's notice mill-
lons of soldlers. Her regular army is
small in time of peace—25,000 men—
but they reach to hundreds of thou-
ands In the organized militia of the
several states,

The Unitedl States Is now a wealthy
nation, Industrious, enterprising, ac-
tive, without fear of any undertaking,
no matter how reckless and impossible
it looks. In a war against Europe she
would display a hundredfold the
strength she exhibited In the war of
secession. She could hardly be defeat-
ed, Never shall we advise Spain to
declare war upon the United States.
Terms of peaceful arrangement are
possible, and we should exhaust them
first,

Growing House Plants.

To make house plants grow Professor
Boosof says: Saturate the earth around
them every day with coffee left over
at breakfast. Five or six drops of am-
monia to every pint of water once & week
will make them flourish. To make bul-
bous flowers bloom fill a flower pot half
full of quick lime and the remaincer
with good earth; plant bulbs and keep
the earth dgmp. The heat of the lime,
tempered by passing through the earth,
will cause the bulb to send forth shoots
to blogssom. The colors of red and violet
flowers are rendered extremely brilliant
by covering the earth in thelr pots with
about one-half inch of pulverized char.
coal, Charcoal does not affect yellow
flowers at all in this way.

CUT THI8 OUT FOR FUTURE REF-
ERENCE.

The Northern Pacific is the only line
operating a double daily vestibuled
passenger traln service eastbound be-
tween Butte, 8t. Paul, Minneapolis
and Duluth; westbound between Ta-
coma, Seattle and Portland, Ore.

The only line between these points
operating first-class, gtandard Pull-
man and Tourist sleeping cars, Dining
cars and day coaches on all trains,

By using this line you will save 21
hours to Spokane, 32 hours to North-
port, Trall Greek and Rossland, B. C,
27 hours to Tacoma and Seattle,

18 hours to Duluth, Ironwood, Ish-
peming, Houghton, Hancock, Calumet
and all Northern Michigan points,

20 hours to Kansas City, nine hours
to Omaha; correspondingly short time
to all Missouri river points.

Seven hours to 8t. Paul, Minfleapolis,
and all Minnesota, Wisconsin and
Northern Towa points.

Ticket office, 23 E, Broadway, Butte,
Mont.

TIME I8 MONEY.

The Northern Pacific Is the only line
operating a double daily passenger ser-
vice between Butte and St. Paul, The
new schedule, which went into effect
on April 12th, makes this line the fast-
est by many hours to St. Paul, Chica-
go, New York, Boston, and all eastern
points.

Note actual tlme consumed to the
following points, and compare it with
the time made by other lines out of
Butte:

Bt. Paul.......csssnssseq0.1 day 15 hours
ChICRED .. « + + ssssssesss.3 days § hours
New YorK......seeeee0:.3 days 11 hours
BOSLOM. . ..ovveusesssess3 days 13 hours

No change of cars to St. Paul. Only
one change to Chicago and two to New
York or Boston. ¥

Ticket office, 23 E. Broadway, Butts,
Montana.

SEALED PROPOSALS.

For the erection and completion of
the first building of the state school of
mines In Butte city, will be received on
or before the 25th day of June, 10
o'clock, 1806, at the office of John
Gillle, secretary, Butte city, Montana.
Plans and specifications are on flle and
can be seen at the office of the secre-
tary or at the office of the supervising
architect, John C. Paulsen, Helena,
Mont. Al proposals must be submit-
ted on blanks which are furnished at
the above offices. All proposals must
be accompanied by a certified check of
5 per cent. of the bid submitted or they
will receivte no consideration. Pay-
ment will be made in warrants as per

gection 1601 of the political codes, act |

The right is
all bids F.

approved March 7, 1895
reserved to reject any or

1. Sargeant, president; John Gillie, sec- |

retary
Batte, May 23,

] Subscribe for the Standa
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 NAPOLEON bz

to St. Helena
WW"“M.

WHEN THE SUPPLY IS EXHAUSTED
YOU MAY BE LEFT

A really handsome and desirable Napoleonic book is offered to you at
practkaﬂyno‘c:otttoyouwhatwcr,ifyou accept the offer in time.

O IR Y R

In a Few Hours at Austerlitz

the combined armies of Alexander of Russia
along the lines, just before the battle, on’
his army, thus:

Napoleon and his army
La  and Francis I of Austria.
- one of his fleet horses, Napoleon

«SOLDIERS, WE MUST END -
THE CAMPAIGN TO-DAY

WITH A THUNDERBOLT.”
by any battle in history

allied Emperors were com-
ves barely

The w.raluf';l of t{imc is no m-c fordblydim
than this a few hours armies
Sty routed by Napoleon's forces, and the Emperors
escaped capture.

Two Hundred Thousand [len
in this battle. ‘The fascinating recital from the pen of John L.
gg‘dﬂﬁdﬂwmm; eature of the premium book,

#Napo'eon From Corsica to S}. Helena.”

B B 2 B8 8 S & 8

While they last, one book bound in ﬁaﬂ?{sgme style, canr:;:}n'rz.q
reproauctions or Napoleonic parrtings, wit ve given lo each suo-
gg;:bef who pays .S':x‘Doﬁfm Jor the Daily Stanaard for Six Monihs.
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